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FRIENDS OF THE AFML 


The next annual dinner meeting of the Friends of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library will be held at the Cosmos 
Club in Washington on Monday, 14 June 1954, at 6:30 p.m. 
The meeting falls on the eve of the 1954 Medical Library 
Association Convention, also being held in Washington, and 
all MLA members are cordially invited to attend. 


SURVEY OF KOREAN MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


The Ministry of Health, Republic of Korea, and the 
Commanding General, Korea Civil Assistance Command, have 
requested that the Director of the Armed Forces Medical 
Library visit Korea to make a survey of civilian medical 
library facilities with a view of coordinating the various 
volunteer activities which are directed toward getting 
medical books and journals into the country; advising the 
Ministry of Health on how best the meager medical library 
resources of Korea can be pooled and utilized; making 
recommendations regarding the training of Korean medical 
librarians. 


The Surgeon General of the Department of the Army 
having given his approval, Lieutenant Colonel Rogers will 
depart for Korea on or about 15 March. It is expected 
that he will return to Washington early in May. 


CURRENT LIST SCHEDULE 





The appearance of the February 1954 issue of the Cur- 
rent List is expected momentarily. The March 1954 issue, 
which contains a total of 10,000 items in 235 pages, was 
shipped to the printer on 24 February and may be expected 
to appear during the last week in March. The massive De- 
cember 1953 cumulative index issue will appear about the 
middle of April. 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY AND MEDICAL MAPS 


The pictorial representation of the spread of diseases 
is the subject of the Library's exhibit for March. Modern 
Maps, such as one published to show the world distribution 
of malaria vectors, are compared with older ones, on cases 
of cholera found in certain streets of Memphis, Tennessee, 
in 1873, and on the parallel lines of plague outbreaks and 
trade routes from the Levant to western Europe. The maps 
shown were published by official and unofficial sources: 
statistical bureaus of various health departments throughout 
the world; the Army; the Navy; Selective Service; American 
Geographical Society, and a number of private individuals. 


DIRECTOR'S ACTIVITIES 


On 10 February the Director conferred with publishers 
in New York City. On 1l and 12 February he was in New Haven 
where he was the guest, along with Mr. Thomas P. Fleming and 
Mr. Eric Mayerhoff of Columbia, and Mr. Scott Adams of NIH, 
of Mr. Frederick C. Kilgour. This small group discussed 
many medical library problems, most prominently that of ac- 
quisitions and scope of collections. The group inspected 
new stack arrangements at the Yale Medical Library, the Yale 
Art Library, the Yale Divinity School Library, and the Ster- 
ling Memorial Library, and called on Mr. James T. Babb and 
Mr, John Ottemiller, Librarian and Associate Librarian of 
Yale University. 


On 15 February the Director attended a meeting of the 
National Research Council's Committee on Sciences in UNESCO, 
at the State Department in Washington, 


On 16 February Colonel Rogers attended a meeting of the 
1954 Medical Library Association Convention Committee held 
at the new Clinical Center of the National Institutes of 
Health in Bethesda. On the evening of 16 February he ad- 
dressed the annual meeting of the Clinico-Pathological So- 
ciety of Washington on the subject "Medicine and History." 


On 24 February he participated in a luncheon meeting of 
the Subcommittee on Scientific Information of the Interde- 
partmental Committee on Scientific Research and Development, 
at the Library of Congress. 
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RETIREMENT OF MRS. CHASE 


Mrs. Ethel M. Chase, Administrative Assistant to the 
Director of the Armed Forces Medical Library since June 1947, 
has retired from government service after serving in the Of- 
fice of the Surgeon General of the Army and in the Library 
for over 37 years. 


YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW 


In 1902 John Shaw Billings was serving as President of 
the American Library Association, and delivered a paper en- 
titled "Some Library Problems of Tomorrow" at the ALA Boston 
Magnolia Conference in that year. An excerpt follows: 


"Many schemes for bibliographies, general, special, an- 
notated, etc., have been suggested, and a few have been or 
are being tried. Each of these, from the universal bibliog- 
raphy to contain thirty millions of titles, to the bibliog- 
raphy of posters or of Podunk imprints, or of poems and es- 
says condemned by their authors, has at least one admirer 
and advocate in the person who would like to have charge of 
the making of it; but when it comes to the question as to 
what has commercial value there is great unanimity in the 
opinion that many of those bibliographies should be paid for, 
not by the makers or the users, but by government or by 
some philanthropic individual." 


The paper is printed in Library Journal, Vol. 27, No. 7, 
p. 1-9. 





VISITORS FROM HMD 


Dr, William Jerome Wilson and Dr. Harriet C. Jameson of 
the History of Medicine Division in Cleveland were in Wash- 
ington on 18-19 February to confer with the Director, the 
Chief Librarian, and the Assistant Librarians concerning 
problems to be resolved prior to incorporating HMD catalog- 
ing entries into the published AFML Catalog. 
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LANGUAGE PROBLEM 


An offhand comment on the problem presented by "reviey 
and "revue" in a recent issue of the NEWS has prompted WR 
to offer the following humorous observations in one of hig 
monthly divisional reports: 


One of the really ambiguous words in the English lan 
guage is "copy." It may mean either a hand-made duplicate 
or a photographically-made duplicate, either of a printed 
work or of a hand-written document or letter, as in the ex 
pressions "manuscript copy" or "photostat copy" or "micro- 
film copy." For this I believe that the normal French equiy. 
alent is "reproduction." Just to complicate the issue, om 
may note that the French "reproduction" may also mean a "re 
printing," something which the English word "copy" does not 
mean, 


Anyone who is still with us may now consider the other 
sense of "copy," which the dictionaries define thus: "A sin 
gle printed pamphlet, book, or the like, of an edition o 
issue." We are repeatedly making to book dealers, to their 
sorrow, such remarks as this: "We already have a copy of the 
1548 edition," Here "copy" is the equivalent of the Freneh 
"exemplaire,'" which we might translate as "example" or "sam 
ple" or "specimen."" So far as I know, we never actually say 
in English, "We have an example of that edition," though we 
do on rare occasions say, "We have a specimen of that edi- 
tion.” 


This ponderous build-up will have prepared the way for 
a quotation from a recent letter by a European scholar writ- 
ing in English but obviously thinking in French, who said 
"I endeavoured in vain to get your 'Catalogue of Incunabula! 
.. Therefore I address myself to you begging, if you could 
send me this in the form of a recension sample." The tem 
"recension sample" can only be a literal rendering of the 
French "exemplaire de recension" which may be’ translated 
back into English as "a review copy." 


CURRENT LIST SUBJECT HEADINGS 


Printer's copy for the Subject Heading Authority List 
used by the Current List Division, Armed Forces Medical Li 
brary, previously Known as the Subject Heading Authority 
List of the Current List of Medica iterature, was COM 

















pleted at the end of last month. Publication may be expect- 
ed in May; it is believed that this item will be offered for{ 
sale by the Superintendent of Documents, but the sale price 
is yet to be established. 








